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The Project on 
Advanced Systems and 
Concepts for 
Countering WMD 
(PASCC) is run at the 
Center on Contemporary 
Studies (CCC) and 
sponsored by the 
Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency. 
PASCC awards and 
supports strategic studies 
and dialogues that 
anticipate and try to 






The CCC has a respected 
track record for providing 
research and timely 
analysis on a variety of 
topics to leading decision 
makers in the U.S. 
national security 
community. Located in 
the Naval Postgraduate 
School, the CCC is the 
research wing of the 
Department of National 
Security Affairs. 
Research in Progress 
describes ongoing 
PASCC research. For 
more information, please 
contact pascc@nps.edu.  
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U.S.-Brazil Strategic Dialogue 
Performer: NPS 
Principal Investigators: Harold Trinkunas &  
Anne Clunan 
Cost: $242,891.80 
Fiscal Year(s): 2013-2014 
Objective: 
In the “back yard” of the United States, Brazil is a rising regional 
power whose aspirations for great power status will strengthen or 
undermine international nonproliferation efforts. Due to its 
advanced technological capacity and complete fuel cycle, it is 
important to understand if Brazil will shift its international strategy 
from a focus on diplomacy and economic development to 
incorporate new military capabilities such as WMD.  
 
The project’s aim is to increase the understanding of the regional 
security environment; security concerns of mutual interest; the role 
of Brazil in contributing to the global nonproliferation regime; and 
the strategic issues in shaping national policy, doctrine, and strategy 
in the Western Hemisphere. It will also raise awareness of the WMD 
threat, and ensure that the next generation’s perspectives are 
considered in the active efforts to counter the danger. 
 
Approach: 
The dialogue will be held in Brazil to build on the successes of the 
2012 workshop. The event will incorporate U.S. and Brazilian 
international security, scientific, diplomatic, and policy experts to 
each provide a unique perspective on the changing strategic 
environment.  
